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By Sgt. Sarkle Varadian (deceased)

( T™is artleln first appeared in the ladi mik Dally on feplomber 10-19, X

1061 in Armeniane I had the honor of obgerving my father # prepare this
artlclo in tribute to many of his fallen comrades during this war of
1iberation for the Armenian Poople during the first Vorld Ware itting arovnd

the talble on that day was his comrades, Matteos lLeyleglan, Geuregh Atanaselan

hoth doceased and Officer Vahram Vartanian now of ITrecno Californine

In tribute to the Tavandans, Najaraians, Kasparians, Hovscsians , Tarabddians,
Gapolans, Il;aimbad, AfA Gugeli-ne, and many ., many Pthmf comrades, I havo
translated this article and hope that thrmu this hi;;ﬁﬂn Armenian Paper

onx Amr;ricm 2nd and 3rd generation will read about their brave Grandfathers.)

WVhen the clty of Marash Turkey was occupied by the allles, our corpany

of Armendan Leglonairs was waiting for word from headquarterec to advance toward
fararh and  relieve the British occupation troopse According to formvlatod
plang Lhe "rLilelh  amgy shileh ocoupled Marach without a fight wae 0 withdrow

S
dattalion along with somaé Fronch troops

andl the second Amenlian Loglonaire

would replace the DBritdsh,  When the Armonian legionalres were within

ono hours distance Ifrom Marash on the Albistan road, several vanbage pointg
wore socured by a rquad of 25 Ammenian soldiers including one additional

michine gun eections This same area dwring the British occupation was protected

by 270 Cavalry with two machine gun scctions. The British captain advised

un to restrict our soldiers from going into towm but the civiliang wore
/
froo to o and come and the civilians bearing arms were to be disarmed and

il eoen at night with arms were to be fired upon.

@ had rocolved thru intelligence that a ba‘tallion of 6,000 AFALL#

Turkich roldlers were advancing toward Marashe. Our equad of Armenian soldiers
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vora advised af this and romained on the alerte

The native Turks wvere
carrying on their dally activity, traveling with mulos and oxose. Thore

waas much room for suspiclan. Ourh guards obeerved many Turks traveling on

one road and not returning by the samo roade The firgt woek of this
occupation paseed without an incident, During the gsecond week around L am
an incldont took place as followss Ono of the men gstationaed at one of our
vantage points hears Turks gpeaking in tho distance . Ao the volcos
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sradunlly como c¢loser, our suard cormands the group to halt using Frenche

lpon investigating the guard obsorves supplies and wood being trancported

to Marach by the villagers. Our guard taking a wood off the plle strikes
ono of the Turks and admonichee him for moving during tho curfew hours,
Tis vory minor incldont triggers a rumor amon§ the Turkish villagers
that a proupf of Armenian eoldiers are terrorizing the area around Marashe

Tis ctopred movement of the Turks in our arca for one monthe Per inotructions

rocaived from our headquarters we maintained the survellance in our glwven area

day during our patraol

suddenly on a distant knoll we obsorve’d a person and when he saw us he

vanichiede Taking ono of my men with me 1 advancod on the knoll from

an opnorite direction, My comrade and I surprised the intruder and

L eommanded him to stand still or bo killed instantly. ify cofrade covered

mo while I apprached A and disarmed the individual of a rovolver,

a bandoleer of bullets and a lnive, Vhen I questioned him concerning his
boing armad, he statod that he had to guard the wheat fields and he had
pormicslon from the British Army to carry a gune Ile had no mich pp ers eghowing
authorization howevere Wo releasod hdm and when he returned to Marach, he .

ﬂ-ﬂ'
complained to the Mayor who in turn complained to our cormandor the a group

of Armonlmn soldiers where holding vp Turks and Terroriming the country rido.
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Vord cane Lo us from above +that unloss s stoored this buginoss of

terrorizing the 'I‘tﬁ'ka, wo would be cowrt marshallod, Wo advised tho
commam ding officer that we were only carrying out tho orders he pave

in a very effeclive mannore = Six wooks wont by in this mannor and then

we were relleved Dby another squad of 25 men with  two machine pun sections.
This small group was not In any position to carry cut its mission

in view of the fact that since owr guard duty period intelipence had told
us about the advaneing 6,000 Turkish regulurse Thoe 25 mt;n would becoms

a culcide squade I oxplained to the new squad Jsader his tenucus position
and e in turg reported

this to hies commder. He was promisod reliof
from Marashe Vhen my group reached the city we didn't sce any people, The
city sixreets wore deserteds A horrible 'thdug v cane to my mind, Whore

were the {nhousands of inhabitants of Marash, Vhen we roached our

fdvoac area the Captaln of the S5th Battalion cams %0 soe mo incdldar to

triefl me about the sltvation, I expalined to him what confronted the
25 man squad replacement of our graap and told him that in case of contact
with the enemy these ¥ 25 Amenlan soldiers would not havo a chancee I
demandsd help for those men and in front of witneseses stated that he would

o¢ Tesponsdble iIn a military court if he did not heed ny wamingse e
arxad my opinion, ard I stated simply he had two cholces, ecall the sguad
dack or givo them more support before this turkish colwm approachese, That

ovoning the Colnel send an aditional detachmont of 50 calvary men to help the

Armenian Guiilla ﬁghtefx{:a. Thus when we wore all in Marash it was as

il wo wore in wprison, Our quariers were wnsatisfactory., One morning when

WO wore roturning from our Military drill and when ono group of owr* men were
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the Turkish esoldierg pulled dovm  the French flag and raiced the Turicdsh
flag and esoon gun fire was dirccted toward our armorye Ve alerited our
troops Yo prepare to attack the Turks then suddenly tho firinz stonred,
The commander of our Dattalimm, numo Keretl, had in captivity the

Tarkich Valleo until peace terms could be accomplished, Ho didat't expoct

the Turks to open fire whem thoy woro the captured party, Threo

dsya later a Turklsh sdldier approached our camander with a widte flag
saying that with the retarn of the Vallee +the fighting wlll be comrlotely
stoppcds The Va]_.‘.l.aa was then released, and befora the ’I\Jrlzl;jh Valleo
roached the Turldsh Military srea the Tuxks opened fire again tids tims

cnn tho French hold prison, Ve wore in a stopnant poried for three days
walting for m*d;:ja to retwn fire or to attack. Ordera {finally came and
fighting started on all sidess The TMwrks attacked us from eeveral direcidons
and each ;'Ed’:m wore driven back by our fire power suffcring huge caraliics,
Unzble tha' r;emtrata‘ the Amory the Turks changed there taclics and slarted
.I'irinf nHon the schools and hames forcing the civilians to seek refuge in owr
Am_m*j.'r e mobared in total aprroximatly 1000 soldiers, The ammunition
that was yeing trorsported to us by way of tho Dauros range, was caplured

by the Til'j.'."lm i‘oreing us to limit our fighiting capabilitloes accoriding to

/ ; ;
our exisiing suppliess A valley separated the two turkish unlis attacidng
J’If 1|

ug. 1@ were dug in and our trenches and foxholes lined our dofensive

poritions The Turks 4nordor to dislodge us had to go down Into o

/
valloy and then advancd upon our positione The Turks @id just this axi as

and doedmajod the Turidsh soldliers,

they did ;{ot, attack again and withdrew U0 regrouDe
{
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I hearing the firing and the batile Information had assumed that wo f////
had boen overrun and had alternate plens with his officers to evacuatic

l ‘ toward Ze:l.taonf were it would bo saler,.

Cux troops Fronch officers were
younz and inexpordenced and he always consulted us on matters, One such

;' officer was sont to us from the commarder to worify the extent of our fishiing.
.. This commander had groat respect forr tho Turkish Soldier and he couldn't

| stomach the thouzht that a group of Amenians could defca‘t; the Turke in combat,
T informad his maasi';rgar to return to headguariers and advise the mnmm{rlar
that the Turks had boen-beaten by the Armenian soldlers and he ¥hould now
chan~o his opinfion of the, capabilities of the Turkish goldiere Ve had
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in our contingent 400 french soldiers, veterans of the Woctem Front who

woro elipible for dischapze and were to be 1releasod fraom Adana, Vithin/

the hour the Turks attacked this group and killed mary French soldiers who
i wore ond day away from receiving tholy dischargese Thlis sanme commander

wag then threatoned with a courtmartial for not protecting these men, Hany

famillies lodged a protest and a trial would be pending when he returnod <o

irancoe Ono day, before the battle of Marash, a morrocan cavalry with

a French officer and an Armenian interpreter ( Exmadios Loosavoerian) Had

loft from Aintad A/ for Marash, Half way thru their jowrney they were

souroundod by the lemalist soldiers and ambushed. Fightine contimuod

into the night and In the darkmess only three soldiers mﬁmd the anbush,

They made there way to our camp and wo tendered to their needs after intorregation,
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@ protecidon of an American Horpltal i4in our scetor wo had asslgned

5 roldlers for guard duty. Tho Fronch commandor gave orders to set up the

machine gun section in the publie squarec., The Turks observed this from ane
of tholr MHnarets and directed fire toward the pun emplacemont, During the
Ineldent; leglonaire Sogomon Pashalf¥ian ¥ 1s wounded and the pection
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tocomes pimmed dowa and romains contained witil darkness. Ve thon

charcod the position of the pun  to the other end of tho campound and

farthor secured its posl tion with sand bagse Ve soon came uaunder {ire

A vantagze point was neceded badly and quicklye. Sgte. Zadig |
Gapabodian ( Troy HeYe) Corporal Guiregh Atanossian ( Cranston Rele) |
and Corpe Carabed Kasparian and two additional men along with machine guns

nounted a steep hill on the Eaatﬂr«aida of Marach and awalted ordexrce

Ve had no ormvortunity to give these brave men any kind of relief and they |

1ad to remain alert and ready to {iro,. e weather became very cold and

ena of tho men of the section was badly wounded in a skirmishe Reliel wac

needed and Guiregh Atanossian volunteercd to nmake his way back to headquariers

for ammunition and relief, As Atanossian decended the hill the Turks

opened flre on him cach tire he would mal® a movement Iram foxhole to foxhole.

Vg obrorved thru plasses and so did Whe Turks, They thought they had killed

ihisteave Armenisn fizhter and 1 too thought he had been hit, I had lost sight of

w2 oPtar e first volly of rifle fire thal was directod toward hime As I

100 i cition

to posiiien and eventually to saltye ( I had tho pleasure of livinz nex{ coor

to thisg brave comrade of mine in Crancton ReIe and 1O ratise our two familios
GCourig Atanorslan

kod thru my field glasses I could see Atanocsian again racing Irom po

as onoe) ( Doth of theso brave men are now doceased).
~oturned to hils danperéus position after dariness with supplies and succersfully

ovacuatod the wounded soldiere We held our position for 2l; days and }{;ﬁfﬁ/

Amenian Lekoonacans battled the Turkish Jomy and inflicted tremendous )
T™e Turks soon tried

cacuiltieos on the Turks each time they tried to advancoe
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to envelopa us fi‘om tha Zastern side of the olly and whore the Ammenian

| 7

I. Ammory Was lomtod. Wo anticipated this and so thq_,ﬁnmbadian and Atanosslan
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who reported the attempt and this too endod in disaster for the Turks,
Nuring the fighting 3 young Armerdans had mached us from Zeltun aeldng
for supplies for the Zeltun heroes. Wo had received owr supplies by then

and we equipped these brave lads and sent them on thelr way with hasle.
e Turks sceing the hoplessmess of thelr sltuation tried another itactic.

. -+ They send mrd to us that their fight is with the Ironch and not e Armerisns,
This amazod us to no ende Vhat stupidity sald sawe of our officers. Ve thon
fouslit alongside our french comradss with more vigore On tho 19Uk day of
fishting our comwunications systen was Hit :mcl wo had no contact frem all
sidose Ate appmximmly 11 AM a Fronch fﬂ.l’,fﬂ was hovering above, Vilh

wiita gheots of paper we rarked our pesitionand signaled for assistance,

Tha Ilyor dropped & messago saylng he recoived ours and diparnpeared. AL
Mmoo odlock another French Plme appearedand dropped a message saying that
holp was oan the waye The Turks z2lso got word of this mossarSe Tho news

of helo arciving gave us somo hope and the paco of the battle increased,

Durine the fichting the Captain called me to his headquariers and asked
I looked at him with disgust and

me to stay with him and not the troops.

my first thought was that he was going crasy. 1 asked him how one can give

ordars fromnmmmﬂ';oknwﬁmtmwingmandalm informed him that

the 1ivas of Armenian scldiers where at stake and a tactical error in his part
I

will cost him his 1lifo, o loft me and walked away wiihout an ansyors
roturrod to the troops and quickdy checked tho progress ihe Turks had madd

7% 114 lomator cannons slone thislerleafire. Vhan the Turks mada anathas arsauld
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The Armonlan soldiers were Tighting with

thoy were actually decimated.
guch fury, with revenge in their hearts and tho memory of their loved ones
she Turks had already killsds, On the 20th day of the slege, another
Apench plane approached and dropped a final message saying that a flly

armod division will reach us in two dayse Te Turks also received thin
Our desire was

masassse and  immedlately offered to disouss peaca terms,
not to discuss peaca but to fight on to victorye First they implied surrender
and ihen poace, We debated whether what our course of actlon should Lo,
Within two days alier a

Tn a firofirht many civilians could be Ikilled,
standstill, an 8000 force of French troops arrived and relieved us, Upon

reao ins Marash they mistakenly oponsd I{ire on us and this was soon corrected
mnanont were deeply concernead

and the new commander had threatensd to level Marash to the ground, AU

Ve ovacuatad our

nositions so that ouwr troops were able to move outle.
mositions without casualties and left nothing for the Turks. Vo
rondevoued below Marash and headed toward Eslayd by way of Davros, This
was a 3 day marche 'The weather was very cold and on the sccond day i%
enoved, Many of the F{ff/ civilians marching alonz with our column {roze
and rome died along the way. It was sad to sece our pocple suffer but

scne wolcomed doath knowingly AAL/AE/ NG WFA/ ard with such braverye
0 years has gane by and I would not have writton this article had not some of

my Lekeonagan ungers requestod mo to do soe I write this article in
trivute to my Armonian Logionaire Camrades during the L3rd Anniversery of
the battle( This article was printed in the Hairenik daily on 9/17/61)
and in tribute to those who rave their lives in geeking xovenge for the
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Armenian matien and restitution of the Armenian lands after 600 voars of
gubjigation, 4he Amenian people silll haw a score to sottle with e Tusle,
The debih w1l remain unpaid until our egptured landsffY// are retmed

o ouxr presont Armoniamy and owr people allowed to live in Treedon and

declde thelr om destiny, Armonian Beglomaires Y{EfY4A Tought the Tupl
on all battlsfields and muny died., Thoy fought with such valor., One
and One Half Milliom martyred Armenian souls lookod upan these brave mon

durlng the campaigns and thanled God that such men woro left on tho earth
0 care Ior their loved ones.

ranslated by Varad Varadism,
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s Among those brought before a Court Martial was a2 young Catholic

. Keverond Falker
(S priest -- the Abbet Pascal Maldjlan., As a boy of nine he had
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witnessed the great massacre of 1895, when hls father was killed
in Marash, along with eight to nine thousand other Armenians,

That slaughter had been comnemmnratedpn the grim names glven to

certain quarters of the city: the section known as Boghas Kesan

or the Place of Throat Cutting; and Kanle Dere , the Eloody Stream,

The boy spent the next eight years 1in Jerusalem and elght more

in Rome studying for the priesthood, On the very day of the assassi-
nation which triggered the World War at Sarajevo -- June 28, 1914--
he departed from Rome to assume hls duties as Priest in the

Armenian Catholic Church «-= Sourp Purgitech, or Church of the Saviour,

in Marash, reaching that city less than a month before the outbreak

of war,

In 1916 Turkish gendarmes captured two Armemhian guerillas in
the mountains north of Marash as they were returning to theirjide-
hide-away on Akhyr Dagh with a supply of groceries purchased 1n
Marash from a Turkish merchant. The police, seeking the source of
these suEP;iea, enquired among the Armenianc merchants and learned
that m‘i;b;;t Pascal had recently purchased a considerable stock
of provisions from one Nishan Yaghjian. Police came to the church
for the priest:

"Are you a priest or a revolutionary?"one of them shouted.

P

f,f” "My business is to preach the Gospel -- only that!" he replied,

r'J‘l-.J-

whereupon one 6f the police struck him on the mouth, Taken to the

court for a hearing, he denied the charge that he was 1n
and stated
communication with the Armenian guerillas/ that he had purchased

supplies for his brother Piiirt who had a small store at Intillli,

Serving the laborers on the railway. These goods had been shipped

:m* |
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