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Marash, Turkey,

January 2I, 1920,

Dear Dadi-

This 4is & rather exciting time %o write a letter,

but as the post 1is supposed to g0 tomorrow I must wrilte

and s8ince twelve there has

nowe it 48 now half past two,
in progress here in Marash., LEvVery

been =X a lively battle
ljetter I punch on the typewriter is echoed by rifle shots.

There 18 & machine gun going pop=POP=pPOP about a hundred

exploding all over the clty.

feet from me and bombs are
We Jjust sat down toO dinner when the firing began, and of

course, nobody spent much time eating dut ran for the

balcony upstairs to see the battle,
All this 4is a result of what has been going

Turks hayve been following

The

on for the last two weeks,
a policy of 1ignoring the French and deliberately disregarding

their orders., They have been killing Armenians and French
until lately, they bega n am-
The French finelly

soldiers & few at a time,

bushing large bodies of French troopse.
had ebattle with the Turk bandits and wipefed out a few

of their villages, The Armenian-French soldiers who did
~ this even killo&ll the cattle and destroyed everything
of value. We could hear the cammom firing while this was

going om, but it was far enough away that 1% didn?t make
(Jan.I®) the bandits

much Aimpression on us, But on Monday,
attached a PFrench _wagon train and

and
made

and Aintab
This

killed all the
us wonder just
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how the road was for our auto, but Snyder refused *to
be ascared and -tarted off yesterday morning for Alntab,
taking a Y.M.C.A. man with him, (Dr. Crathern), a2 French

officer, two Armenlans, and one of our nurgses, Miss Shultz,

ey had trouble from the start. ¥irst Snyder 1lost a

chain &and spent an hour 100king for it. Then the car
¥

Wi
got stuck in ths mud, v;h akoot deep Iin places,

andsucceedsdl In getting out only after putting Dblankets
down to drive on., by the time they crossed the AK SU

(White River) half way to Aintab 1t was two o'clock,
From here the road winds uplbhe sideof the mountain on
the edge of a cliff, Thervaa good, however , and they made
good time, In a minute they came to the place where
the French wagons wers attached., Here the wagons were stirewn
along the road on their sides, dead horses lying .around,

and one Fench helmet, As they went on the sound of firing
-ﬁiw I

m a- cﬁntriﬂualhmd nothing could be

be heard, but as
geen until suddenly as the car rounded a curve they came
in fullx a’ight'of two platoons of Morrocan cavalry having

a running fight with the enemy on the side of the mo-
untain., The Turks were well hidden behind the rocks

while the Morrocans made a8 fine target with their red capes
The battle was

snd white turbans, sitting on their hor ses,

the Morrocans wer=sxe

only a few hundred yards away and

retreating Iin the direction of la.‘;aah. Dr., Crathern got out
it

was

to direct the turning of the since on the edge

car,

the car began to make

of & big cliff, then Jumped 1in as

tracks for Marash, At this moment the Turks opened fire on
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the ocar. Dr. Crathern pplled out a silk American flag and

began to wave it while Snyder open-d out on full speed,down

start things, for the moment

Crathern waved it a regular hail of Dbullets strucltthe road

car pasgsed a turn Iin the road

a rifle blaged away at them only a few yards away, a

bullet strizking one of the four metal spokes of the steer-

ing wheel abouttwolinches from Snyder's hsnd and tearing a
The that flew

ateel splinters

big bunk of the rim off,
struck Snyder in the <face and cut his eyelid in the

splinters in the side of

got

corner, while Dr, Crathern
the face., The car was making between forty and fifty milles

overturned wagons on the road,

an hour and had to dodge the
besides ecireling sharp curves with a precipice to one side.
If a bullet had hit the driver the c¢ar would have gone

over, Not until they were a mile or more away and out of ©
d1id the bullets stop., How the Turks missed them all is

more than Iban say. The car has severalholes in 1it. The

French lieutenant had thrown our nurse on the Dbottom of th e

car the moment the firing startedand put a bedding roll on

top of her and sat on 1it,
(Wed.) Artillery has

The car got back to Marash after dark, Just in
m Crathern and Snyder to join in a fine dinner 1in
“honor of the wedding anniversary of Dr. and JNrs. Wilson,

roast goose from our own back yard being the main attraction.
the French were notified of what had

immediately . This morning

started up in the city).

just

Of ocourse

"happened and reinforcements went out
1 ‘hnlar-ﬂha‘;
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to Aintad that we were all safe, and Dr. Crathern tel-

egraphed to Admiral Bristol that the American flag had been fired
upon.The French general happened to be here in the city and things
began to happen here,today.The major told us this morning that since
the Turks had shown unwillingéness to be peaceable that the time had
come to strike,and they were prepared to strike hard, Dr. Crathern
and I took a walk through the market this morning and found every
shop lﬂ.nod except a few Armenian places, It is the turn of the

Moslems to be scared now,and they are afrald the French will massacre

them.At t‘hl mosques and on corners groups of Moslems were gathered

soussing affairs., It was a short time after we got back to the
mﬁ-ﬂn firing began.
It ishard tosay just what is going on, as all we can sese
lﬂf the shots, Turks are firing from the minaretd of
m houses, while the French are on the hills,
Mnnu. and have machine guns all over the city.
_— 1 | %i right beside this house with a machine gun
TR f | m guns inwindows of our hospital and
'?_j_ 3'1{ '{ *"“ “and in a church belfry. Our house is the

| iﬁ in the town,so from the balconyof my room

‘ 1_ Ot m‘hn. thing. From there we can see

~the bombd l N es in the city. I suppose the French

enade houses mnm Turks are firing. So far
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that they have no control over it.
Weere all agreed that America is a great deal to blame

for the trouble here. Not that they started 1t, but because they have

dolayodthn peace treaty so long and left the fute of Turkey undecided.

TP America had been willing to take the mandate of this country there

wouldn't have been a perticle of trouble. The Turks were practically
| u'n-.imous‘in wanting America, But whenanother army occuplied the country
theTurks naturally thought they had come to stay, which might be
~trueand they are doingall they can to make things unpleasant for them,
The fact that our flag was fired on means nothing, &s we were carry-
ing a French officer, and the bandits would have every reason tO
believe that we would carry word which would bring reinforcements,

Armenians and Turks both keep asking 3Has America de-

cidedto take the msndate of Turkey?
8, P.M. THe firing has diminished considerably , and

since dark only occasséonal volleys arecheard,The reports that come
in are decicedly bad.At first the French officergsaid that in the

fight that 8ur auto ran into,about ten cavalarymen were killed,but
this evening we heard that practically all had been killed., This is

no wonder as they had to come past the point where the auto met the

worst firing.It developed also that this patrol of Morpocans had been

sent out to meet a wagon train which was bringing ammunition and

supplies to the French in Marash,Thls convoy of twenty wagons arrived
at this same point about an hour later and was ambushed,all the guards

being killed and the supplies and ammunition falling into the hands of

the Turks.
The firing in the city today spparently has been mostly

firing from houses. '!h.g French have loata lot of men who ars lying
dead in the streets,according to reports while no one seems to know
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how the Turks ha ve fared.I didn't realigze how much reaistamce the

Turks were making until an hour ago, when Snyder came in. You remsm=

ber he was the one who had sucha narrow escape yesberday while driv-

ing the car to Aintsb, Ee had anouther exciting day today. Ve wanted
a pair of field glasses so he ren down to the hoapital %o borrow a
pair belonging to Luther the pharmachist. Arfiving near the front
gate of the hospital teco shots reng out close by-~these were meant
for him.As he reached the gete he fournd theFrench sentry lying thers
dead in a little pool of blood, right in the gateway, This probably
saved Snyder's 1life, ssthose inside wers unable to close the gate.
If 1t bad been locked, & third shot could herdly have mlssed., In-
sidethe walls of the hogpital enclosure the French reised thelr
rifles quickly ag he entered but lowered them vhen they recognlied

a friend,
Within the hospitel itself the Turke had made thelr marks,

The Amnlm\ goldisr behind the mechine gunon the third floor balcony
had tried te drive the Turkish sniper from his poslitlion opposite,

but the gun jarmed , and the soldier recieved a bullet thru the chest.
Dr. Elliot, &n Americen woman physician in the ACRNE, stepped out on a
front poreh to cgll a2 nureses Indcocoes, and a bullet eraked the wall be-
gide her, In her bedroom on the third floor snother bullet bromke her

inkwell, and before the afterncon was over the transom and the plester
from the wialls were scattered over the flcor, The whole third story 1is
gquite & mess., The petients were 2ll moved below and the beds laid on
the floor, Luther leocked out of the window of his pharmacy and »
bullet sped by. He cew a Turk shoot frosm a window, The old men dropt
in his tracke., Dr., Wilsonm decidedtoc stay ell night at the hospltal
Put Snyder elimbed cover the rear of the enclosure and ceme home by

way of a row of trees.
Today several hundred
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refugess had come up to the ACRNE storehouse to get old clothing.

Mrs. Wilson was distributing the garments 21l morning, and *his

afternoon the refugees ware nof allowad to g0 homs asg the streets

are unasafe, So tonight T went over tothe anclosure where theore woro
st111 350 poor people with hardly enough clothes on to cover them,
¥e sesanged for them to sleep in the begement of the ccllege, ond
renaged to get two hundred loeves of bread for them from our bskery,

so they will be fairly comfortable toright. Allthe blankets in our

atopehouse were given out too. Our own house hag e number of Armenlang
for the nisht, and svery person who was not home at noon teday had
to stay vhers ever he could find shelter, Hiaanle.kelyf Miae TJed,
two of the Americén missionaries of Mawash were out calling this
morning end had nct returned but ars probebly sefe,

A group of gix prominent Turklsh officlals of Marash
came to see the French commender fust after the firing started,
so the general recived them end after the interview told them to
stey, Scthey are his prisioners,and will be treated as hortegos,
The group includes th e ccmmander of the Gendarmerie, and locel
govenor, the Chief BEngineer, and othsr dignlteries, I wae over in

the buillding this afternoon telkings té the Major when the Turkish
povernor went out of the room, He didmn't look exzctly hepry.

T hope this scrape over here gete Intothe Aimericen
newspepers. It to show the American people thatall thls war has
besn of no bendfit tc the Armenien natio n.’n rpits of all that
hae been sald ebout the Turk not beimg fit to rule, and epite ell
thae Turk hes done in the pest, international politlcs ere st41l

letting the Turk do as he pleases . IT looks as tho the Armeniens

are in for another rmasgecre. If the Turks don't begin mesasacring
tonight in the villages around Marresh end even In the city I
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: POOT .m.g_,f' it is time this League of Haticna did

tnz in she way of ssttling the future of Turkey, and ln the
o . | | |
t @ by an American mendate. The American natio n was willing

ns of soldiers to lick the Hun, but seems to kick

nuously et send ing enough men %o kesp order In & country worse

Today heg been go full cof ozcltement

| '» M ‘ﬁiﬁ to do any writing. Artlllery flre a few
. !'f"“-_'*-ﬂ the house woke me about seven A,M, and by the
| ,:; meﬂﬂy the bettle wap in full swing. The
> Wnr gnd I Lhad gene hunting pertridges
wam coming into the foot hillie of
' gountry, for the puffs of smoke
pnel m pursting kept moving up the
h- The shelling wes going on &ll sldes
vy fire medsconsidersble racket, but

m m more Gin as they poﬁed awey

4 n im were at their work agein, tco,
S TARE
B 1

_L'l -'.'L.r-l.

T 1-_'. l. a“\ .m hud been woundedintle fight
ed upom, ery | in Faresh with the oscort
ATV ordey, before the fighting
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before, took it upon himself to go out thru the city té look for the
wounded, and as he walked around in the dark he found about elght
Morrocans who had lost thoir;'; i4n the dark and had been hidding. With
these he kept up the hunt, but falled to locate his wounded soldiers,

Instead he was attacked and he and his eight menreturned to the
barracks, stepping over dead men everywhere, five of the Morrocans

were killed and his own rifle stock was shattered. He finnally climbed

over our hospital wall to safety.

Today the fight in the city continued much the as yes-
terday. The French are certainly on the defensive, From the top of
the college today I eeuld see Turks strolling around in the sbreets
with their rifles, some of them so close that I took a picture of them.

In the afternoon we kept up a look-out from my balcony,

and Mrs. Wilson got arof Dr. Wilson, who had been marooned at the
hospital since the fight started. We were able to whistle to him and
heard his answer. The hospital is about six hundred yards from here,
but & house full of Turks soldiers commeanded the space between, sO

we cannot go back and forth,
Off in the low hill on the east of the city, which

can be seen from the balcony but not from the French lookouts, we
could see large bodies of Turks moving around in plein sight, at
about two P.M.Thru field glasses we could see that they were armed,
and in military formation, but in civilian dress. I ran over to report
this to the French commander who immediately came over,the general and
three officers. When they saw the Turks the general ordered a small
cannon, while an officer calculated the range. In a few minutes a

"gixty-five" arrived on mule backbehind our house.The soldiers soon
had it in position.An officer aimed it and gave the order to fire.The

shell went swishing over the hill toPsqngy the Turks lost no time in
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ducking behind the crest of the hill .But the next ten shots wers well
placed,and must have cleaned out the whole crowd, Snyder and Dr,

Crathern and I were naturally on the scene while all this was going

on,and each got a hot shell case for souvenirs.We all felt our ears
ringing for some time,as we had been standing a few feet behind the

gun.The French officer sald 1t was well we had spoken to him about the

'ﬂlitim of the Turks.
Dr. Wilson just came in, He climbed over the wall of the

hospital compound and reached home safely.S8ince this leaves no American
in the hospital with Mrs. Powers, the nurse,and Dr. Elllott,I am unan-
4mously elected to go down for the night.

Jan.23,1,30 P.M .Just returned from the hospital and had
dinner,so will finish as much of this up to date as I can before going

Back. Last night's adventure was rather interesting.I sbarted im-
mediately after what I wrote dbove.The night was piteh black and rain-
ing a 1ittle. I had a French soldier detailled to come along to boost
me over the wall. The French officer told me, however, that 1t was a
dangerous job, as the French sentry in the hoapitﬂl*wculd probably
shoot at me as I climbed over the wall, We started out, however,

then thru the gate in our wall nearest the hospital. We hadn't gone

more than fiftypaces when I saw a form moving a few yards ahead, At
this the soldier with me stumbled and fell all over himself, making

quite a noise as his rifle struck the stones. I was ready to blage

away at the man ahead with my six shooter, but he challenged us

quickly in a low voice in Prench, so we knew 1t was all right, In
a moment we passed two French soldiers, then cpossed a plowed field

to an orchard, then reached the rear wall of the hospital compound.
It was the first time I had taken a good look at it. Now 1t looked
like an impossdbility to scale, &s ti isa good twelve feet high,

BN, .
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and m tho top h an overhanging layor of big red tiles. Groping our

m along the wa
way along the wallwe bumped into a smell tree,which save the day.

Climbing this I wag abls to crawl over onto the tiles,and then hang

on & branch and drop. About ten tiles fell ontop of me and made
enough nolse to wake the dead.As a matter of fact,I dropped into a
14ttle German graveyard,where the Germans had burled their dead when

walked the whole way around to the front eteps without being challeng-
ed.Ae I walke” toward the front wall a form moved back intc a doorway,
go I called”0 kim dir?" (Turkish for-who goes them%)It was the French
_ wsTen of them sldeping in a good hiding place Instead of guard-
ing.0ne of them had been killed at the opening of the fight,and was
m lying in a mass of blood hy the front gate.As there wasno offlicer
Y ware still obeying their old orders to stay in the front of the
» I had no right to "butt in",common sense told me that
4 .‘_- ?_;l _. ¢ m the wall a Turk could the seme,zo0 pretty soon we
4 H ”'}# -{w mpun all the patients had been moved from
| a jh 1' 1"; r places.All were now sleeping on the floors,
- I ;_. ::!‘Ir :. i"ﬂﬁ[ m filled with patimnts and Armenians who
- i Le m noighbor‘p-d bored a hole thru
. I""i' L 1 had crawled from whers he had
' - mu.m Turks opened fire but a soldie:
0 ;gl Mﬂr +The basement and first floor
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ing me o‘r;; and now came back with a note from Dr, Wilson asking

for tournigquets, gausge instruments, etc., 8ome wounded had come in,

We went to the operating room and lit a candle, but before we could
gollet everything three shots rang out from the Turkish house across
the street, apparently meant for us. We blew out the light and finisher

the work in the dark. I helped the soldierx over the wall with his

bundde and then we went to bed, Thls latter consisted of taking off
shoes and puttees and coat and crawling under a blan ket on the floor.
Needlessto say I dildn't sleep a wink, due to my uncomfortable bed and
to the fact that every time I began to dose a shot would ring out

80 close that it made onejump, even tho almost asleep, This kept up

. wasn't
all night, Itmuch of a task toget up this morning.,

Breakfast over I ran across the courtyard to the pharmacy
building which faces the street. At the door there was a dead sentry,
The French soldlers refused to dbury him with out ord=rs. From the

window of the building Ilooked across to the building from which the

Turks shot everyone who ventured out-not more than fifty yards distant,
B *m this house and me a dead body lay in the street-the deacon of
ﬂ Armenian church who had run out to bring in his cattle when the
T fight began. Apparently dogs had partly consumed the body. While at
gll window I lootaed several houses from which the Turks were still
M‘. From the third floor of a hospital biailding a group of nurses
N were watching French shrapnel bursting in the hills back of Marash,
IT was a pretty sight to see the puffs of smoke form up in the snow
away up the slope of the mountains, Turks were still up there and
could be seen with field glasses running from one shelter to another,

Soon shells began to burst among the Turkish héuses behind
the hospital . RIfle fire had been hot there all morninge. A hundred

yards away French soldiers were firing from a mud house, Just as I
locked out the window several shots were fired, and the byjets haq

.




& peculiar whistle. In a moment there were a series of explosions
4n theTurkish houses and clouds of smoke burat thru the roof. The
Prench were using rifle grenadés, and gseversel had gone thru the open

e
windows and bursted inside,Pighting was on all around the hospital
and from the looks of things the Turks were stlll strong. The Turkish

 flag was flying from the walls of the citadel. They always put 1t up
% |

on the Moslem Sabbath,and today is Friday.
' Two of the Marash missionaries had been out calling Wednesday

m and were unable to get home when the scrap started, Thls morn-
I
Imﬁ'] Blakely ,one of them,was geenina window not Thirty yards f{rom

. the hosrital gate,next door to the Turkish house,. I finally decided
'lo-ki a run from the hospital yard back to the Amarican buildings,
in order to get permission to bury tlie French soldler, and to notify
the French commander of the houses from which the Turks were firing.
Besides,hospital supplies were getting low, Climbing over the rear wall
with the aid of a ladder I dropped to the groundand made a sprint
for the rear of the house a hundred away,Stopping for breath only a
momentL began a 220 yard dash uphill and drew several shots from the
row of trees behind me., but reached the stone wall of the hospital

in “fﬁt’.
The French officers made notes of my observations, and

promiges not to shell the house where Miss Blskely had been seen,

Then the commander gave me an order to the guard to bury the dead

sentry. While I was in the headquartess rcom a telephone message
was being from the Turkish governor, whom the French had released
on his promise to per suade the Turks to surrender, His telephone

message was that he could not stop the fighting., Going out of this
building, which is part of the American mission property, 1 discovered

that a change had taken place over night. Instead of walking freely
across I wag *ﬂ
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asvoss T was wawned to make a quick dash to the wall,as the Turks had

come up olose during tkhe night and were just below our bulldings.The
French were digeging loopkoles in the mud walls, Crossing cver to a
11ttle building in the compound which so far we have used for a llttle
hogpital for orphanage children I found 1t was now filled with wounded
French, Dr. Wilson was just finishing en operetion on a soldlier;Snyder
giving the ether,altho he had never done such a thing before,I arrived
just in time to help carry the poor fellow to a bed. From here I went
on thru to the college buildings and found the Armenians-about 600 of
theme still bhuddled in rooms everywherc.The food supply 1s 30 short
that these people get only one meal a day, Up on the third floor of
the College, the higheet peint ir Narash,the poaltion of thh Turks
waspladdly visible.Why the Fremch don't make use of this for a lookout
i{s more thsn I can saey.But here ome can see the Turks in a trench only
a few hundred verde from the Fronch barracks.I will draw & map of the
Amarican buildings showing the position of the enemy sO you can 366
how the Turks have a ring around these buildings,trenches and snipeds

in front, and many goldiers in the mountaine in the rear, held off by
French artillery.J] borrowed a big Americsn flag from the Mission to

put on one of the two buildings where the Wilsons and Snyder and Nl
Lyman and I 1live.As Snyder and I went back, following the wall for
protection,we saw a group of people bshind Lyman's houss, Ebenoger
orphanage is 300 yards eway,across an unprotected gully.One wesk ago
this was & grove of trees.Turks cut Shem all down Just & week &ago .

I have no douBt that this wee done to remove s good defensive positlon
from the French,Twice since the triouble started I walked across th 1s

space to get bread for the refugeses in the college compound ynot know-
that the Turks had this coversd with their rifles.This morning as Snydr
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across

and I joined the little group of Armenianswe saw/the open four or five

frantic Akimgians. We had not seen Just proceedthis, but Dr. Crathern
and Mrs. Wilson with a pair of fleld glasses had seen across the city
a coomotion. The Turks had started to massacre the Armeniens in this
quarter and they were fleeing in all directions,shrédking so their
aries were heard by Dr. Crathern.Thru the glasses the refugees were

') geen to pass two armed Turks hiding behind a pile of rubbish unmolest=
od., It was half an hour later that I saw four or five of these same
Amnm- arrive at the slope back of the Ebenegzer Orphanage. Their
frefnds called to them to come on over to our yard., As they started

across the open space Turks hidden down in the ravine opened f'ire on

them. I'1ll never forget the sight of these poor people, alredéy ex-

hausted by their long run,stumbling along over this space as the bulles
gtruck all around them.,The first two had a good start before the firing

began,and reached safety, The next was an old man who trled to dodge

the bullets by stooping over.,He stumbled repeatedly ,and I suppose he

was wounded,but got over,The next were an old woman and a boy.The boy
ve

was hit and dropt to a ditch below,THe woman ,half/over, screame as
bullets struck all around her,and then stopped and faced the TUrks,

erying to them to stop.How they ever missed her I do not know,but all

of us were yelling frantically to her toc hurry on.She collapsed when

she finally got over,graged in several places and absolutely exhausted.

~  She and the others are in pur enclosure now,The boy who was hit waved

& flag from where he fell to show he was only woundec,but none dared

to go to him.,Finally he crawled back unseen to the rear wall of
Ebanegzer Orphanage and knocked on the gate,but even if those inside
could hear him they could not go back without coming in full sight of
the Turks. I finally left this terridb le sight as nothing could be

done until,dark,unlessthe French could rout out the Turks from their
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position. The boy's brother was one of the first of the five who
m to come over, and now wes in the yard watching kls helploess
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'E. ﬁm Lyman and T prcoeed to put up the American flag. Fron
l‘ﬁ of the Turks who had Juet been firing, thelr next move

il

':I-

M we thot might be some prdtecticn. T ripped offa pole
h be the wild bears pen, srd neiled *he fleog to 1¢,

m for a rcpg Dut we epreed ve A18n't want to lower
H « An I ralped the pole with the flapg ¢ rifle gung
m the Armenien bey helpinmg us fell dowm in front cf
m moment & bullet struck a L1le @ver ny hecd and

"i
+

1 .n.‘

] Ll" ..!! over uas, It war nc time to quite , =s the rieg

Ij L 1" |
_ “MINM tumble unlsss the pole was neiled, sc Lyman
! *tf 'T 2 ﬂ éreve the npails with auek haste that ros t of ther
hﬁ m m m muu over ocur hesde before we finished the

!0' 21l of the shots copfimg from & Turicish rifle thet ymet have been
logs then o humdred yardo away,

£inoce dinuer wag not ready{and since I hed lost

ny appotite
sceing those Arpeniens running mwey the gauntlet) I steppasd outside
the walls of the emclosure agein to the baek of the house and llatened
to the firing in the mounteln beyond, The Turkes 1n ths pountaing were
keeping ur & continuel fire judging fromthe fact that bullets wers
wkining over my head from that 4irection, vhile the French would bhe
firing sway frov me,fs proof they ware Turkieh dullsts, one come
¥histling toward me and dropped ome yard in front of whers I wes stand-
ing. Tt ked Juat lost its energy. T ploked it up and it was still

kot from 1t's long Journey thru the air. I am %seping 1t as 2 souvenir
of a Turkish bendit,

'\
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The French interpeeter says the French commander has lost
patience with the Turks and will Begin to deatroy the clty at 2330
with artillery. Wearo all of the opinion that he might started long

gzo shalling move of the hous es he new held Turks, The fact thai the
Purkish flag 1s now flyinz on the citadel and that pno one dares
venture thru the streets seems to Indisate that the Turks are no

worse off than the scrape began,
while at the hospital thls morning I heard what is probably the

true account of the beginmning of the battle, The French officers all
gay that the Turks = tarted the firing and that the French did not

know this wes coming. Since the French commander had told us that
morning that he was going to strizke and strike hard we supposed that
it was the French sterted things moving mexiuxz.But the following gives

the storya different aspect.To begin with,every Moslem store was
closed this morning,as I uyself saw when Dr. Crathern and I took a
wallk thru the merket. We had seen Hoslems on thelr way to tne mosques,
and gendarmes goinfl to xx the citadel with £ifles. The head nurse at
our hospitel, Miss Eatsukiean, left the hospital at noon ,and had gonse
about a hundred fest when a Turkish gendarme cams along with four
velled Moslem women.He escorted them to & house ,then stoocd in the road
and Pired his Pifle three times in the sir.Immediately rifle fire
started all over the oity as tho this were the signal, Miss Matsukian
hurried back tc the hospital gate,and the French sentries outside also

same in,the last one Yeing shot thru the neck,The man 13 lying Just

outside the gate.
8100 PoM, There have been so many interruptions this aftor-
noon that I just now finilshed the above,which was started after dinner.




l \ﬂmmmmm:
. L ' 18w

3o far the oity has not been destroyed, The only thing very

fira in tha center of

acttonshle in the way of destruction ie a big
the city, the rasult of a French shell, It is auite a snectecular

smoky fire, however, and ought to make the Moselema thinlk,

The woundes boy is safe now, After lving against the wall of
mhensgor Orphanage all afternoon he pét his chance, The French cenesral

and colonel sams thru our yard this aftermoon with half 2 dozen big

Hlack Morrosans who had »41f1la prenades on the anda of thelir riflan

and a2ach sar~ied a sack of *thom, Ther slimbad over the wall) af ¥Mra,

Wilzofs chisken yard into an Armenian house, From hare thay sonld
or

attasle tha Turks who had fired on the Armenian refugees in tha mesming,
and who had hesn gnining the French on the hill aheve, I went out
t5 a littls balecony &n NMrs, Wilson's house to wateh the fun, The

mimicdsh rmd homsss,so slose that dirt and amall stones were thrown up

on the balaeny whare I stocd, Thinking that this wonld be a gnod
oppertunity fer the woundad bov to make his escaps T rolled nup a piece
of tha Sundasy New York Times,about six monyhs old,for a megaphons %o
aall to Frare Alexis in ths prohanage to open thek zate, But the doy
had thot of the samething,and while 1 was runninz down the staira he
hopped alomg the wall on one leg, in fall view of the Turks. They

anened fire again, The moment I yelled thru the Megaphone for Alexis

he angwered, and whenm he heard wy "Kapuvu ack” he ran %o the zate
just 1n time te let the wounded boy in, but not before the Turks
had fired half a dozen shots, These Turks are pretty poor shots from X
what I have aseen, '

However, the grenades soon forced the Turks to retire or at
least to keep out of sight for & time., We all feel miich more come-




fortable now, especlally since the Armenians in a house near the Turks

had heard the Turks talking and knew from what they sald that thelr
plan was to rush the Armenian house, from there to get into Wilsors

yard and house and Mr Lyman's ( where I live). This would give them
an excellent point from which to attack the French headgquarters, It 1s

a peculisr thing that the French have taken no precautfons to prevent
this sort of thing, just as they were not prepared for this little

war, They apparentlythought that 1if the Turks ever did start any-
thing a few shells thrown into the city would make the Turks surrendere

As it is now the French are practically besiegeg. Thelr horses and

mules have had nothing to eat for three days, and now they have

saten all the bark (?) off the trees in the college imxkhax compound,
where they put them for protection. The French soldiers say they

will start tomorrow to eat the flesh of the horses and mules killed
by Turkish bullets. I saw from the college window a French soldler
out in the fileld chasing a cow, in full view of the Turkish snipersj

of course,the cow was soon in §he kettle,

We heard today that Turkish cavalry from Albustan, north of k
here, tried to attack from the hllls last night, but were driven off
with machine gun fire., They are still back of us in the hills.,WOW!
Grenades are bursting right back of the house. Will finish later,

__103 P,M, The French are up to something. . just came down

- from the balcony where an interesting little manouver could be seen.
‘ .

The Morrocans were firing rifle grenades in the air so they would
drop among the Turkish mud houses. The fuse on the grenades enable
us to f4¥ow their course thru the air, and more than once to duck
to avoid flying dirt, But while this was going on, French troops
were passing up the slpoe of the hill to positions they could not
reach if the Turks should discover them, I could hear them moving
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close to our house but the Tarks were to much occupled dodging the

grenades to see or hear anything else.
Jan, 24, 13 P.M, Tt didn't take rmch to persuade me last

night to return to the hospital, As a result I had a fine sleep.
Grenades woke me again early this morning, and rifle shots just out-
gide the window, The Morrocans are using the building next to pur

. chicken yard for a sniping position, After brekfast Snyder and I

climbed over the hen house and into the rooms where the goldiers
few good photos and a look around., The position

werevin order to get a
was & good one, as trees close by acbed as a scresm, and yet could

be easily seen thru., These Morrocans are about as comical fellows as
the southern darkies, and seemmed to have as mach fun trying to pick
off Turks as our darkies have in shooting crape. All of them are
terribly scarred, from big cuts they have on their cheeks and chins
as decorations. Turkish soldlers eould be seen running from house to
house, while the snipers tried to pick them off. I saw about a dogzen
Purks en a hill, but couldn't tell these soldiers in French, so

borrowed a rifle and got in a few shots myself. A little later the
sol diora decided to go down into the Turkish quarter whera they had

been twin‘ the grenades. The corporal went down with/fem
Morrocans, and a lot of Armenians to dig holes in the walls., First
they cut a hole in the wall of a mud house. It happened to be enpty,
80 the Armenians made short work of it. Bedding, wheat, and cooking
utensils, clothing, all kept piling out of the holkeg until the
house was empty, then they set fire to it. You can't blame these

Armeniens, who had lost everything they had during the war, were
doing their best to get back at the Turke, They didn't seem to have

3

any hesitation in looting the Turkish houses ,fhe were & number of
ehickens running arodd, and as we were practically out of food for




l 'ymmgm -21-

the refugeesin our compound, I got my shotgun, ran downin among the
mud houses and blagzed away. They must have been armored hens,The {irst
shot 1 knocked three down and they all got up and ran away. The second
ghot knocked another head over heels,but it got away too.Meanwhile

the Armenians were looting another Turkish house when a group of Turks
opened fire oh them,butmissed, You should see the booty. They got
enough boolghour and bread to feed the refugees for several days,

and the refugees are cooking it up now, I have a Turkish dagger for
a souvenir, I don't know why theXKEXNENX Turks left such a thing

‘behind,

We don't have any news from the outside world now, All wires
are cut, For all we know, Aintab and all the surrounding country
is suffering the same fate we are. The French sent out two Armenians
this morning disguised as Turkish gendarmes in an effort to get word
to Islahie or Aleppo. The reports this morning from a number of
gources are that all the Armenians in three wards of the clty have
been Rilled, We don't know how ¥rue this is.

Artillery fire has just begum. I hope they are shelling the

city. Several houses are burning in the city. Nust stop now.

_SUNDAY. JAN, 28, This is a rainy Sunday morning, but rain

doesn't seem to stop fire or war, Machine guns and rifles have been

llt.l.ns :::: :;cg: than usual , and a French "758" just put three
shells thru the/ biggest mosque in town, The top of the dome was
blown as high as the mi naret., For a moment there was silence, then
Qﬂu of "Allah, Allah"™ could be heard as the Moselm fled., The mosque
was being used as a fort by the Turks. Just about the same time the
mosque was shelled, & large number of Turkish reinforcements came
m’-ﬂl thru a street from near the edge of the city. Machine guns

ell over the city opened up, but we couldn't seem any Turks drop.
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Yesterday afternoon the French began shelling the city on 4

-22 .

bigger soale than they had used so far. Just as I stoppedwriting
it began a continual bombardment of Turkish positions, We all ran gor
the balcony and were just in time to see shell after shell go thru
the roof of a stone house from which two people in our hospital had
been shot. Turkish trenchs in front of the French barracks got a good
sprinkling of shells, and also a number of other places in the Turkish
quarters. Fires began té spding up all over the city, some of them
are Armenian houses and some Turkish, After dark the whole city was
liﬂtoﬂ up by the big blazes. Aintab people can surely see the =
reflection in the sky.

The French colonel and major were over for tea in the after-
noon, They are sending five Armenians disgulsed as Turkish gendarms
to Islahie to ask for reinforcements. The major borrowed Snydis
German rifle flar one of the men to make the disguise complete and
gave him a French magazine rifle in exchange., One of the officers
said that from certain signals which had been observed, it was thot
that Capt, Fontain was outside the city with guns and men,

¥iss mek:h and Miss ILied, the two missionaries who were
caught out in the city when the fighting began on Vednesday, were still
out, and probably in danger should the massacre or fire begin. From

what certain refugees at the hospital had said, 1t was posible that

they were in the next to the one the French had shelled so vigorously.
Snyder and I were itching for a little adventure any how, so decided
to go out after dark to look for the two women, Besides, needed =
supplies from the hospital, and the Jospigal needed milk, The Major
promised to give us a Mobprocan soldier, so that if we were challenged
by any Frenchhe could answer,
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The big fires all over the clty soon convinced us that 1t

wasn't going to be very dark. However, we got two sacks full of
canned milk for the hospital and started out from the lower gate of
the college compound, Our escort answered the challenges of the French
sentries along the road. We reached the rearxkhm wall of the hospital
yardin a few minutes without drawing any shots, and a few minutes
more had climbed the little tree near the wall and dropped IiInto the
yard. Dr. Elliott and Mrs. Powers were glad td see us and get the
milk. The .bonbtrdlont during the &fternoon had frightened all the
patients, as the house the French aholledx:as than a hundred yards
away. After the shelling, one of th e 0ld Armenian men who works
around the place went to an upper window to see what damage had besn
dome by the shells, But snipers were still hidden 1n the basement

of the house and a bullet crshed thru the window ancd killed old
Meleoron as he looked out, This was the third casualty in our hospital

from that same Turkish house.
After leaving with Dr Elliot a list of the medical supplies

‘to be prepared for Dr, Wilson, Snyder and I proceeded to our search
for the missionaries, The Kxams Armenian Pharmaclst first let us thru

& hole in the wall to the house of an Armenian near by, This man was
. French ma
an interpreper for thedddminstrativeCommmdantsbut had dissapeared

since the fight began, Emocking lightlky on a cellar door, we finally
obtalned & responce from within, but the Armenian feared treachepy
and would not admit us for some time.
living in the lower partof the house with his family, all the windows
and doors barricaded. After telling Levon our errand he placed a
light on the floor and mapped out a plan for us to reach our goal.
The plan made our task very simple, for now we knew which

This man, named Levon, was




ich places must be passed quickly.Afterleav ing
: Mm alley,across the road to the door of
’EM dyer for our cloth making establishment

F
m passages from cellar to cellar and so on

&1 I "_.'.-..'

o __,'t,r m;nﬁ'n we found Miss Lied and Miss Blakely
gomfortable among thelr Armenian friends,but more than will-
_. m::- own home,altho Miss Blakely had mlisgivingd
t; tt * m would be.Not more than half an hour later they

llege.%e stopped at the hospital on the way home an
%

tar Dr. Wilson,then climbed over tha wall and

whose
sxcept from a dog/barking must have notified all the

fa m_g that we were coming.Everybody was tlred snoug-

s : |
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tﬂor we got home,But first we had a bite to eat,ther

ng @lﬁ from the balcony.The Frsnch had flred a whole

rte: ;i_‘ll' Turks had fired an Armenian ssection.All the Armenim

' ;.:_ y the French burned were first brought into the

ge Y 'r "‘ MM-MWE 150 of them,Then Cunerle and his men

fire to !; ' shacks with gRemodene and soasked rags.Thés is the only

'_ il ::-~ appreciate. '

a1l g the afternoon Ihad been out in the yard when a perfect
, fr ; ) gun came thru the trees averhnd and

.H“ n mm for the hann,nnd then six more

.r "'-r'.dl h '|..:



Beits 'b f-,,,- F“PP" was attacked by the Turks this morning,

 in thl graveyard behind the bulldings and

I} I m m the rattle of machine guns all over the
'!L 1 the Turks, as the attack lasted only about

I- ‘ 1
i |r -‘l '
|

Frere Alexis sent a message from Ebenezer orphanage to the

college s i’f-_-r 1 .ﬂi ond:l.tiom*chnr-. As the was returning with an
" B "'{ B
angwer | sﬁﬂ in the chest and killed. This bullet came fromthe

__.._._" ____-.i_-

‘:5'5" b‘t below our house, which the French thought they
. will probably make another raid on the

gm wor a thousand refugeees in the college yard now,

"ﬂ‘ M. The food supply is almost gone., One hundred

d-. MO Ebenezer orphanage from a quarter

‘her A ans have been massacred. The longer thés
:m Armenians will be left, The French policy

mhmmm- shoot until they get tired or

one The French were premﬂ.ng thmolvc*voryhiouy,

v | - '1 [ ‘I. '
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ne: . m p.mopu-, hears that his children have

““ d against the wall; Boghas, our buyer, knows

e m and daughter are dead, One of the teachers
on Qh other side of the city,(Beitschallum| is
n the fight began he was neither home nor in

* ,bur was caught in a guarter called Kumbet, Some of the
1 here M :Mu.‘bﬂ‘. after the secong day they were come

.' 7 a8 the Turks made an attack.He tells us thht ofl about
_ 0 ran ﬂﬂlr he and five others got away.He saw with his
.: ;_:f-f'j?_'_"_'_; Purks killing the women and children with knives.Refugees

rery quarter come in with thés story.If my 1ife and property
ed L d. protection of the French I would say goodbye right
uq would have cleaned out this town of Turks in one
| of lwm in a walled compound looking out for themselves.
m iﬂ in houses kept off the Turks for three days,
m&:lu gave out they were all butchered,just becausy
"'.-7-.-' ipi too inefficient or weakn or else because they don't giw
'i:' hat becomes of the Armenians.Personally I am disgusted with

-----
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brought from the deserted Turkish houses to help feed the refugees,

As soon as a house was emptied it was fired by men carrying kerosene
soaked cloths. Even this morning dozens of houses were still smolderinz
and others just begining to burn. The looting proceeded this morning,
and such sights sights as a Morrocan darkie carring home a banjo

and the French colonel with a load of rugs were seen,

The Armenians are rejoicing to see the Turks get a taste

of their own kind of warfare, But still the massacring goes on, and
the French admit the are powerléss to stop it., They are waiting for
reinforcements and big guns o They say they haven't enough soldiers

to systematically clean out the Turksfrom house to house, I belleve
the French have all together about two thousand soldiers, The Turks
probably have many more tham that. This morning the Turks sent an
ultimatum to the French commander, demanding that he turn over all
pifles and cammon., If he would this the Turks promised to treat them
as guests of the city. This shows how the Turks regard the outcome
of the first week of fighting: there far from being defeated. The

Turks have the advantage in that they can run imto the hills when
beaten and avoid punishment, while the French are surrounded,
Snydre and I just returned from the French headquarters
after a vist to the commandant, to whom we bore a plea from some
Armenian refugees to send soldiers to a house in the Turkish guarter
3 where two hundred Armenians were hiding, The major promised to find
out if this were possible and would let us kmow befor dark, If poa=-
sible, he will send soldiers with a giud/we know of,
. Ho one need say that the Armenians_imagine massacres are
going on I j:m- frommthe emergancy hospital where Dr. Wilson
was dressing the wounds of Armenian women and children., One little

-
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girl has a bullet right thru the side of the head, brains oozing

out both holes, and yet alive and conscious., She was crying about

endarmes, knives and bandits, ete. All her famlly 1s gone, but she

escaped. An old women in the Hospital had a piece of flesh as big

as a pint bottle knocked out of her arm by a sum=dum, Only of the

few of the wounded Armenians ever reachour compound, and of course

we don't see anything of those killed,
THe missionaries all say that Marash has never before seen

such terrible swens, oeven during the war,
Jan, 27, 2P:M, This 1s the seventh day of the battle, and
 gtill not over. There is very little firing, but only because everyone

has learned té& keep under cover, No neww of reinforcements. Ferhaps

ched Islahie, The Armenlans have lost all

the five courlers never rea

hope,as they see ths French are unable to protect them, The French
tight and

admit their forces are not atrong enough to do more than sit
from

wear oub the Turks.The Turksare farfworn out,judging by the ultimatum
they now send to the French cormandant. This morning they again de-
manded that the French abandon all arms and munitions and surrender

or every Turk would attack.About a week ago the French made similar
proclamations and the Turks called thelr bluff. The French threatened
to burn the city and to destroy it with shell fire {n an hour, but the

Turks now realige they can't dé 1t.

Last night's excursion to rescue the house full of Armenlans

was never made. In the evening the major sent over word that he would
let me have three at midnighteas though it was some errand of mine,not
theirs.Hs had the idea that I wanted to get somefrilends to safety.

However,I was willing enough to try it,and went to Stepan, & Moslem
convert who had volunteered to lead the way,and asked 1f he would be

too late .The

ready at midnight.But other news had just come in.It was
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house and promised the Armenilans protectkion

if they would surrender, They @id so, and you can igagine the

rest, The men were tired and shot, then the momenand children were

killed with axes. A few escaped.
1 went over to the little hospital wherenDr, Wilson treats the

wounds of soldiers and wounded Armenians. On the rough table used

for dressing a young woman was lying waiting for her knee © be
dressed. It had been shattered by a T urkish bullet. One or two

questions soon made certain that she had been one of those in the hous

of Dr. Hatcher, where we were to have gone at midnight, In a few woras

she told just what had happened, as I told it above. As the Moslemm
were butchering she and one or two others ran toward the Frengh trenchs
the Tddks in another trench opening fire as they ran, Hee friend,a
teacher inthe girls' college was struck in the head; a little girl

and & little boy were wounded{mortally),she was hit in the knee and
another little girl, now sitting on the operating room wsa wounded

in the hand and through the thigh.As she was telling these things

another woman was groaning in a strecher on the stretcher in the

corner. She was the wife of the pastor 6f the Third Church, She hal
geven knife wounds and a bullet wound. In addition to this she had
fallen in the ditch and had lain in the water for fSeveral hours,

Moreover, she was pregnant, Her husband 1s one of the finest Armenians

I have met. Snyder and I found him in the house where we found Mlss
Blakely, a few nights ago.

Every hour this battle continues such phings are going on. Do
you wonder that the Armenians have lost hope? Even the refuges with the
French in the compounds here are pessimistic as to the outcome, because
they know the persistence of the Tirks, while the French only *call

this "gee leetle war", And yet they admit"we can do
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nosing for the moment.'' If the facts of the past week haven't put
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a orimp in my plans for a French occupation of this country I am
dissipointed., America isn't free from all blame either, If she had
declared herself to the mandatory of this country long ago the peaee
treaty with ’m.r;'y would have been signed by phis time. The Turks
once having singed such a treaty would be less apt to start fresh

trouble. Mustapa Kamal, the leader of the Nationaldst Turk party
e

threatened just this sort of thing. He said if a forign power occupied

ré

Turtey "painful events would follow, which would effect two continents.
I don't know how America and Europe view what i1s happening here, but

1f Armenia is not freed from the rule of the Turks very soon the
allied natioms will surely be much to blame,

_Jen, 28, © P;M, Today has been compartively quiet. Now and
then a machine gun starts off, or the Turks make a little attack and a

lively skirmish takes place, This evening they came back into the
burned houses back of this house and fob a few minutes there was

an exciting engagement, The Turks had come fairly strong if one could
tell from the e¢rack of their Mausers, The report of the French 1is

mach different from the Turks, the latter having a sharp more llke a

pistol. About five o'eclock the French shelled another Turkish house
~ and made some pretty good hits. The fires in various parts of the J
city died down and only a few new ones began today,
Snyder and I went down into the city to bring up an Armenian
pagtor from a house not far from our hospital . His wife had been
brought in with seven stabs and three wounds from a broken bulletbd
She had two little children who were both killed . She had been in
the houss where the Moselemsbutchered the women and children, The
pastor when he heared this news, almost went crasy, and people hardly
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. «3D- zassguizs him maw
recognize him now, Dr. Wilson operated on hils wife this morning. The

mife had cut into the liver, and her condition ls very serious.
As Snyder and I are the only youngsters her we have to have

a littld mlt‘llnt every night, and when nothing else turns up we
go dowmn to the hospital. The Frenck have dug a tunnel undep the colleg«
gate and from there skamm a trench leads tothe hospltal wallx . In-xzkmd

' stead of climbing the tree to get over we can now crawl thru a hole
in the wall. A dead horse lying along the trench is evidence that the
Turk snipers are still on the Job. Every trip we make 1s for medicine

or supplies for the emergancy hospltal here,

_Jan, 20, 11 P.M, This the ninth day of the siege of Marash,
for it surely has become a seige. Altho the boom of big guns can

be heard in the distance and shows that help is coming, the Turks
evening

still keep firing, and still make their/attack between six and seven.

Lagt night the French sent sixteen soldiers with an officer
and two Armenian guides to rescue a large number of Armenians who
had taken refuge in a Ghurch, The place was surrounded by Turks and
the Armeniand were in danger of masSsacre. The men rotur;d without the
Armenians, reporting that there uni’l‘urka between them and the Church,
and that they could not pass, They had not ever
fired & shot, Lieut. Coonrynearly killed the officer, who came back

and reported that he had not accomplished what he had been sent to
\ do.

stacked the Tu o,

1 spent part of the morning trying to locate a sniper and as {
_ _ F
I couldn'y find him, turned my attention to Turks in another direction.
All I can say here is Mhxk that the Turks found a certain locality an

unhealthy spot., In the aftermoon all the Americans gathered at the
college to discuss what to do in the event that the Turks overpowered
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the French, We decided thet if the French evacuated and trieddto cut

their &k way out of Marash,the Americans would stay,unless there was
nothing to stey for, in the way of orphans and refugees.But if the
Prench remained and were overpowered ,the plan was to put up all the
fight there was in us.This whole meeting was the most senseless thing
imaginable,as there is no doubt of the abllity of the French to hold
off the Turks for a month, Besides it mist have made the women so
nervousthat they couldn't sleep.Most of the women have been sleeping
with clothes on anvhow.Dr, and Mrs, Wilson packed up and moved over

to the college as a safer place,which leaves Dr. Chathern ,Snyder,and

me here to keep house,
Badvelll Solakian's wife died this afternoon.We Just buriled

her over in the seminary yard beside the French embankments and canons.
I think this is one of the most terrible stordes that could be told.
This man is one of the most brilliant of the Armenians,and most  people
say the finest Armenian they have met.,He had come through the war and
deportations and had not lost his wife and now had two ghlldren,one
five years old and the uther only one year old.When this trouble

gtarted he wag not with his famély. Snyder and I found him 1In a houge
near the hospital ,but no one knew where the mother and children were,

80 you can imagine his anxiety fod them, Then one night the mother

was carried into our hospital with seven knife wounds and three wounds
from Turkish bullets. We made another trip into the city for her
husband, and the moment we entered the house he seemed to know we had
come for him.Neither Snyder nor I knew anything about his children
and could only tell him that his wife was wounded and wanted him,She
was giving premature birth to another child when he arrived,but told
him her awful story. The Turks had surrounded the house whers she and
a hundred others had taken refuge,all of them the finest Armenlans in
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¥arash.When theTurks entered they told the refugees not to be afraid,
that they were fighting the French ,not Armenians.But they asked the
men to go outside where they shot them.As other Turks ceame in with
inives and axes all who could fled, Solekian's wife had run out carry-
ing her one-year old baby while her sister ran with the other c¢hild.,
The mother had been stabbed repeatedly as she ran from the house,

and when she vame to a deep ditch gshe was unable to ¢ross. She fell
and lay in the water,while the gsister ,a teacher in the college,ran

on to the French trenches~but the Turkish bullets killed her before
she reached safety,also the little girl with her.The mother was still
lying in the ditch when,because her baby créed,a Turk crawling slong

found her.Thinking she would die he left her but killed the baby with

his knife.Can you think of anything a Turk would not do?

When night came the woman managed to crawl to the French
trenches,where soldiers found her and carried her to the hospital .Thils
{s the story she told her husband.Dr. Wilson pperated onher but today
she died.Nene of those who were at the grave in the moonlight caduld
leave without knowing more of Armenia's sorrow s they saw the grief
of that one man,now left with absolutely nothing in the world.It was

hard to take him away from that grave beside the trenches.

Jan .20, No reinfércements yet.The boom of cannon in the

distance shows, however,that the French are fighting between here

and IsBahie.Here in the city only occasional shots are heard,except

between sixz and seven,when the Turks usually try to capture the house

below this one.
h Today two men were shot at the gate of the college ,where

we lesve thex college on our way to the hospital every night. Two

children in Acornme orphanage were shot also while playing inside the
- building.0One bullet made four wounds. It struck the smallest girl

mmﬁs,;g saring & hole in a finger,then passing thru the
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side of her head fracturing her gkdll,then graged her neck and went on

to the next girl,going right thru the flesh &f hed thigh, These Turks
are just baby killers.

Jan. 3I.¥his morning when we came to breakfast a Zeitoon

Armenisn was waiting to see Dr.Wllson.Perhaps you never heard of

Zeitoon, but over here that word means something. The Zeltoon people

are noted for thelr bravery.In 1895 the Turks were having a massacre

)

but in Zeitoon the Armenians turned the tables and whlle ths men were
out fighting Turks who had surrounded the city, the Zsitoon women
captured the Gendarmeriein the clty,bound the Turks and threw 300 of
them over a bridge into a gorge. In this last war the Zeltooers took
to the mountains and kept off whole armies of Turks sent to capture

them, They made their ownrifles,
8o when this man appeared in his mountain dress, rows of

scartridges lining his coat,and told us that he and eight other Arpeh-

{ans had just come in from Z&itoon every one was Iinterested. They had
come for ammmition,rifles,and men to help protect Zeitoon.which was
surrounded by brigands.Naturally he had kmown noghing of th~» trouble
in Marash until he and his men approached the city from the mountains
snd came to the French trenches, On the way thru the mountains they hed
avoided the Turks by travelling by night. They had had several engage-

ments however. but with small bands of Turks.
The villegers all around Zeitoon had fled to Zeitoon, 80

apparently the Turks were massacring in the villeges. Teses men intend
to go right back as soon as they got ammunition and rifles, not merely

to stand off the Turks but to go out in the hills and chase them
away.

While this man was talking to us the others were over talking
to the French general asking for rifles and cartridges. When he refused
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they even threatened him so he had them locked up for an hour and a hal,

then reconsidered and let them go, giving them what they had asked for.
To show their appreation the nine men went out and attacked a2 Turkish
gquarter, burned several houses and killed nine Turks. In doing so

two of them were wounded. Then agalin tonight they made another raid
tonight. We never heard the result, The Turks all over the country

) fear the Zeitoon men,
Today things have been going on as usual, The French shelled
a lot of houses this evening. Five of the refugees in the college
yard were wounded during the day. While I stood in the doorway of the

college, & bullet struck the porch a few feet away. The bullets were
coming from a house near the hospital, so the French shelled 1t,

The food proposition is a serious one. The Dpgtor appointed
me Herbert Howwer, 8o today Snyder and I rationed out our supplies
for a two month seige, We have plenty of wheat, and 1t 1las being
ground in little hand stone mills, one stone about a foodb in diameter
turning on another flat stone the same size., From the ground wheat a

sort of soup i1s made. The French gave us two cows which they captured
from the Turks, so thex ground wheat together with the meat makes

enough stew for one meal a day for the 1000 refugees in our compound.,
They get only one meal a day,
rationed out to babies and nursing mothers, In the storerocom are a

We have some canned milk, which 1s

, few cases of tomatoes, some chocolate, tea, and malted milk, and lots
of soap, The refugees are allowed one case of soap & week,

Niss Buckly has always lived in Beitschallum orphanage

where she is in charge., This is our largest orphanage. There are about

400 orphans living thers, The girls rescue home 1s close by. Both
these institutions are on the other side of the city in a mmmsim
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Moslem quarter, so we have kn

soldiers quartered in Beitschallum, 8
in the Rescue Home are very likely all taken by the Turks

exhausted

o communication with them, There AIre

o we dén't fear for it, but the

Armenian girls
by this time. The food supply at Beitschallum must have been

,48 the winter supplies were very short before the fightiug

lonik ago
began. None of us envy Miss Buokfy.
, Dr. Wilson has been trying to get someone to go to Aintabto

carry the news of the seige and to hasten reinforcemenbs, Butthe trip

means almost sure deathif the messenger 1s caught by the Tueks so

no one has been found. It is not safe to try the auto again, since

the bridge over the Ak Su has probably beem destroyedor 1s in the

hospital to Dp.Wilsoh, just vehind the and where we fdgdnd Miss Leld
some time ago. The lettweiffold of the danger the the house was in,

and asked help from the Frensh. TheTur§s had tried to enter the night
before and had theown several bdmbs En, but nobody had been hurt .

This moening we could see from the balcony that the house had been

burned during the_sbssek night, This-merning-we Dr, Wiksonhad foe-
wared the néte to the French vommander, bub apparently nd hdlp had

been sent,
fHe Turks attacked below this hotibhis moening just befdwe dawn

fhe sback of rifles awoke me and wadnot vergireassuring. ¥hm-gxask
efxrifiex A Prench rifle finnally sang out, and a machine gun started
up, 80 with the French on the job again the wistle of Turkish bullets
over the house didn't cause much loss of sleep. The agytack didn't

last long after the machine gun xkxeksi opened fire.
The Tubks have a connon, This became known today when &

a
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shell crashed thru the roof of the French barracks and knocked a soldér
fers belt off wikthout injuring anybody. The shell came from the mount-

ains behind us,

_Feb, 3prd, Apparently the Turkish is a good shot but has
rather poor shells. A shell came thwu the roof ofour little hospital

wherethe FRench wounded are dressed, and explodedin the attic without
n

doing much damage. A boy was sleeping there but did't stay long. %he
shell is a three inch Turkish shrapnel, and instead of exploding
properly the end blew of, Another shell came thru the roof of the

" Prench headgquarters where the general and his staff stay. Luckily this
d14 no more damage than the others.

This evening the Turks and French had a rather sharp engagemetit.

During the morning bullets had been hitting mules in the collegeyard ,
and even coming into the rooms of the college, Six entered liiss Hardys

room,A number missed me by not more than a yard or two, Apparently mos:
of the bAllets came from our old enemy the "block house" across from

. the hospital.The French had shelled this sev eral times,bub the Turks
always come back,.So this evening while the French were shelling a
mosque full of Turks some soldiers threw a number of balls sesled in

~ kerosens onto the roof of the bdlock house, As the flames caught and
the Turks saw their doom thoy lat loose all the ammunition they could
gending most of theilr bullets at our hospital., At the same time all
over the city the Turks began firing.Bullets just sigzz led around this
yard,Snyder and Dr. Crathern and I had to come home thru this hail,
Billet marks were thick on all our houses,inside and out.0ne entered
Mr, Iyman's bedroom,one made a hole in our front door,but none of us
hed our names on the bullets,

Feb.4th, This business of writing a line a day is probably

as much bother at this end as it 1s monotonous at your end., When I
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started I supposed this"war" would last about two days, But here I

am on my 42nd page and no end in sight yet, So I'll have to gut my
as usual,

story short., The battle conpil nues/without mich news, The Zeitoon men

returned to help drive the Turks fro m thefe territory. Perhaps you
will see in the papers someday a teRagram from Marash to the outside
world with the following messages"S8ituation in Marash extremely
desperate., Reign of terror in gity since Jan,2I.Hundreds of men,
women and children massacred ddlly.No power to stop this as French
are distinetly on defensive,forces and munitions inadeguate.Americans
have little hope if French are overpowered as soldiers defend our
property.No assurance of help as large forces bar all roads.Leave
nothing undone to relieve situation as lives of all Christians are
geriously threatened.Our auto and flag firec on repeateilly Jan.20,
our institutions under fire and many refugees and orphans wounded,
Food short.Notify Arnold and Bristol."Two of these Zeitoon each

carried this message,promising to carry it from Zeitoon across the
mountain pass to HadjJin,a journey of seveh days from here.At Had} in
there 1s a telegraph and an ACRNE unit,so we hoped in this way to get
word to the American consul at Aleppo.The men carried a draft payipl‘{
at Hadjin as an inducement to carry the message.As they left us thoylﬂ

said in Turkish,"Till death",and said 1f they couldA't take the letter
no human could. :

1

Yesterday we had a good piece of luck.An Armenian had eighl-

Kantars(2§ tons) of rice,and wanted to sell,since the Turks mightvbtake
it for nothing.So Snyder and I gathered twelve husky refugees together |

after dar§ and marched them thru the French trenches to the hospital,
where the Armenian had delivered the rice., It took several hours to
bring half of it to the college,so tonijghtwe will get the rest of 1it.
Thiswas a great find,as the food question 1s a serious one,But now
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with rice and wheat we can get along for a while.I had my firat mule
steak this morning for dinner,but did not know it was mule until after

i1t was down.It was very good but not a8 nice aa beefsyeak.All the cows
ceptured from the Turks have been eaten,so everybody dines on French
horses and mules, They always use the wounded ones first,These animals
are slowly starving to death as there 1s nothing for them to eat,

They eat tree stumps, firewcod or anything they can chew,lMany are so

weak they can't stand up,and a few dle every day.
There was one good plece of news today.Ceptelin Fontalne is

on the outskirts of the city with three hundred goldiers.He had left
here #or Islahie several days hgfore the trouble started ;,but had to
return on account of large nu mbers of Tgrks cutting off his road.
Returning to Marash he found 1t impossible to enter the city,hut sent
a messegger to headquarters at night to report his arrival.On the road
here he captured a Turkish village and found in 1t many of the French

supply wagons with large stores od food which the Turks had captured
on the 20th of January.They took what they cculd carry and burned the
rest so the Turks wouldn't benefit by 1it.

An Armenian who escaped from the city and came to the calle'iq
a few days ago was in this afternoon to tell some of the things he had
geen, He 1s a graduate of Amherst College.,According to his stories the

Tupks have already massacred thouseands of the Armenians in Marash,He
told of one house full of Armenians who were obliged to surrendee to
the Turks.The menwere, seperated from the women and children,and Faken
three at a time to & hollow quite near here,where the Turks had dug a
pit six feet deop.About thirty Turks were here,and as the Armenilans
were pushed into the pit they were bayonetted,In ome group of three
was a young fellow who decided to try to escape.When his turn came he
asked to be shot,as a favor, since many off the Turks present were
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acquaintances.They sald,"are you worthy of a bullet?"Seeing he had no

chance for a quick death,he made a dash for the edge ol the crowd and
up the strest. About a hundred bullets werc fired at him bt only one
hit him,s0 he escaped around the cormer wlth only a wound in the arpua,
He gcame to the hospital here and told his story .
Another wery interesting account was that of the son of Dr,

Poladian, He is also in the hospital with a wound.He and about five

) others had been taken by the Turkéd and tied together by the wrists,
Two gendarmes were given the task of taking them to the edge of the =i

city and killing them.As one of the gendarmes was searching young
Poladian,the boy said,"I have nothing”, end opened his shirt,drawing

a knife he had hidden there.He plunged this into the Turk,cut the rope
snatched the Turks rifle and with it shot the othor gendarme.He then
cut the ropes which bound the other men and all escaped.l call that
pretty good work.,

This evening 2 woman was carried into the hospltel with =&
bullet thru her abdomen.She hed stepped into her front yard to get
some 'bod,vhm a Turk shot her.Dr, Wilson will operate on her tonight.
This war wouldn't be so horrible if only soldiers were shot.But when
children and girls have to suffer 1t makes a difference.Vost of tha

Americans here are very particular about being neutral,and that is
probably the beat,but personally I can't feel neutral when the Turks

are killing the people we came over to help, and even shot into our

N hospitals and orphanages. It seems to me that this is direct war on
American intrests, and when they repeatedly fire on our flag I feel
Justified iy shooting any Turks who show themselves. However since

the others don't famX look at it in that wayl promise not to use arms
unless a direct attack is made.
Feb, 5, I think a 46 page letter 1s entirely to long, so this
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1s the last page for this one, Anyway 1t will be better to seal this
up for ;loliury so in case a sudden oppertunity comes 1t will Dbe
ready to g0
I just came back from the hospltal after & rather busy
evening and a warm one. The Turks made the flercest attack so far while
Snyder and I were at the hospital, The hospital seemec to be the

object of their wrath, judging from the music in the alir, We were
caught outside the building and appreciated it all the more, 1T was

just before the moon rose, and apparently it wes all arranged befove-
hand for the battle began all around atb the same moment, In half an
hour it was all over, with no casultles in our building. The Turks
.pmtly shoot at houses, but are afrald to come OVer the wall as

long as there &s any show of resistance,

Our trip to the hdspital had been for two purposes jxsxunil
one was to show a French offlicer whet electrical equipment we had that
sould be used for snigaling, After Snyder charged up his storage
batteries with the Belco engine the officer decided to take a four
cell battery and a Tungsten lamp, with which he could signal at night
with the Morse code, Our other errand was to deliver a letter to Dbe
forwarded to the Turkishgovermor, In the morning Dr., Crathern , Dr,

Wilson, and Mr, Lyman haB had an interview with the Turkish prisoners
ink the French headquarte®s, all of them government officals, As &

pesylt a letter had been sent offering the services of the Americans
as medicators whenever the Turks were ready to telk terms., The plan
was to have the letter taken to the nearest Turkish house under a
white flag, Prom here it would be sent to the leader of the Turks,
Durdng the evening I was obliged to make two trips to the
_hospital, the second was to escort bhree sick Armenians from the college
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yme home a little while ago I learned that there
our o r‘ ﬁﬁgﬂ during the flerce attaclk the Turks

L’m? 1 the frame of the front door,glanced

m of the servants,a fine girl twenty
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s Wilson will operate in the morning to see if

'b below the shoulders.She is paralyzed

palre ut there is little hope.This has upset our

2 that has occured so far,
' ﬂ!&,ﬂ‘a’i‘bachallum swas attacked this P.M.
ths fire to it,but the fire was put out,
n here the attack was defeated.
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