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Zoryan Institute Receives President of the Republic of Armenia Prize

Yerevan, May 29, 2013—The Zoryan Institute has
received the President’s Prize for 2012 for significant
contribution to the cause of recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. The awards were handed out by President
Serzh Sargsyan and Albert Boghossian, one of the
founders of the Boghossian Foundation which sponsors
the annual Prize. Describing the Zoryan Institute as one of
the “key institutions” in the Diaspora, President Sargsyan
declared, “The Armenian Diaspora’s crystallized spirit
was reflected in the activities of the Zoryan Institute,
allowing our people not only to survive the disaster, but |
also to reaffirm their determination to live on.”

The official citation recognizes Zoryan for “research on the Armenian Genocide, publishing
activities, and notable contribution to the preparation of young scholars.” A second award was
given to scholar and human rights activist Dr. Tessa Hoffman, cited as an, “outstanding German
expert in Armenian studies and genocides.”

The acceptance speech of Mr. K.M. Greg
Sarkissian, president and one of the founders of the
Zoryan Institute, acknowledged that the Institute's
achievements, honours, and awards are the result
of the hard work of hundreds of Armenian and non-
Armenian individuals.

In describing the goals and objectives of the
Institute, Mr. Sarkissian emphasized Zoryan’s
“belief that the strongest defense of the causes of
universal human rights and the prevention of
genocide is constant education.”

With this concept in mind, Mr. Sarkissian stressed that, “through the education of the Turkish
people with irrefutable information, we will be able to win their hearts and minds and eventually
help achieve reconciliation and coexistence between our two peoples in peace and security.”

Towards this end Zoryan has sponsored fifteen Armenian and fifteen Turkish students,
respectively, to attend the Institute’s annual Genocide and Human Rights University Program, held
in partnership with the University of Toronto.
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Some of those students have gone on to earn their PhD’s, teach, and write books and articles that
add to the Institute's effort in establishing a factual history in this area, so crucial to the mutual
understanding and dialogue between Turks and Armenians.

The full text of the speech in English and in the original
Armenian is reproduced below.

The Zoryan Institute and its subsidiary, the International Institute
for Genocide and Human Rights Studies, is the first non-profit,
international center devoted to the research and documentation
of contemporary issues with a focus on Genocide, Diaspora and
Armenia.

For more information please contact the Zoryan Institute by
email zoryan@zoryaninstitute.org or telephone 416-250-9807.

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, Dear Compatriots:

It is with deep appreciation and humility that | accept this award. | must say that, while the concept
of the Institute was the vision of a few, thirty-one years of achievements, honours and awards are
the result of the hard work of hundreds of Armenian and non-Armenian individuals—directors,
scholars, faculty, staff, volunteers, students and supporters around the world. This award is an
acknowledgment of their accomplishments. This work includes producing over forty books in nine
languages, two international academic journals, 135 Open University seminars, over twenty major
conferences, collecting priceless archival documentation, plus some 3,000 hours of oral history
testimonies on video of Genocide survivors. But there is more to Zoryan than preserving and
documenting our contemporary history.

History can be an obstacle to peace between neighbours and regional security. True peace for
neighbouring nations may be had only when they can talk openly about their common past and the
unresolved issues that exist between them today. To be able to talk meaningfully with one another,
they must have a common understanding of their history, based on a foundation of mutually agreed
facts as to what actually happened. With this in hand, neighbours can then begin to understand
each other’s point of view, which can lead to acceptance, dialogue and eventually reconciliation,
instead of suspicion and anger. Turkey and Armenia, as neighbouring states, are not exceptions to
this rule. Having this in mind, Zoryan has worked continuously and systematically since 1982 to
unearth, analyze, and interpret historical facts about our recent history, particularly the events
surrounding the Genocide. In doing so, Zoryan has been able to bring out the shared history of the
Turkish and Armenian people. Zoryan, as an independent voice, interprets and translates research
into a language and form that is understandable, reliable, and accessible, acting as a bridge between
academia and civil society in both Turkey and Armenia. This includes intellectuals, opinion- and
policy-makers. It is Zoryan's belief that, through the education of the Turkish people with
irrefutable information, we will be able to win their hearts and minds and eventually help achieve
reconciliation and coexistence between our two peoples in peace and security.

Our work using this approach has made some significant inroads. One noteworthy example is
provided by the late Turkish journalist Mehmet Ali Birand. Describing a recent Zoryan publication
in an article titled, “We Are Surrendering to Genocide,” he wrote, “...if you read the book and
look at the documents, if you are a person who is introduced to the subject through this book, then
there is no way that you would not believe in the genocide and justify the Armenians.” The more
such publications are made available to Turkish society, the more it will be empowered with the
knowledge to question the state-imposed denial, and the greater opportunity there will be for
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mutual understanding and dialogue. Who could have imagined just ten years ago that today, in
major cities in Turkey, the Armenian Genocide would be commemorated?

This work is complex and involves significant financial and human resources, requiring trained
specialists and committed scholars of multiple disciplines to undertake years of research and
analysis.

So, another area in which Zoryan has been working strategically is the investment in the future of

our youth, especially here in Armenia. For example, fifteen students from Armenia have attended
the Institute’s annual Genocide and Human Rights University Program at the University of
Toronto over the years. Last year alone, we sponsored five students from Armenia. Three of them
currently work at the Armenian Genocide Museum Institute, two at the Foreign Ministry, and one
at the Armenian Mission to the United Nations in Geneva. Just as importantly, many of the fifteen
Turkish students the Institute sponsored who also have graduated from the Zoryan university
program have gone on to earn their PhD’s, teach and write books and articles that add to the
Institute’s effort in creating the shared common body of history in this area, so crucial to mutual
understanding between Turks and Armenians.

We believe that there is a great future for this type of work in Armenia. It is our heartfelt wish to
see more institutions like Zoryan flourish in Armenia, championed by the coming generation. With
a sense of shared responsibility and shared benefits for our people everywhere, the Zoryan Institute
is ready, willing and able to share its vision, its hopes, and its strategies here in Armenia.

We at the Zoryan Institute strongly believe in the strategic value of genocide research and
scholarship as a means of helping to remove the obstacles to peace today. A shared view of history
can be a catalyst to peace and reconciliation in the region. A secure future depends on the mutual
knowledge of our shared history with our neighbours, and the awareness of this history by the
thinkers, the opinion-makers, and the leaders of both societies.

Our strategy of learning about history strives not only to bring Armenians and Turks to
reconciliation, but also, through sharpened awareness, to be instrumental in preventing such crimes
from happening again, to any people anywhere in the world. It is the Zoryan Institute's firm belief
that the strongest defense of the causes of universal human rights and the prevention of genocide
IS constant education.
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Q. Uwpquyutth junupp ginuuuywiunipjut Smbwsdwu gnpdmu mukgus
utpppuwt hwdwn 22 bwiwquhh dpguwbul] vnwitwnt juwywlgnipjudp

29 dwyjhuh 2013 pe.

NMupnt Lwpowquh, hupqupdwt hyniptp, hwpgbih hwyptuwyhgutp,

unpht tpuwpunnwghnmpudp b juntwphnipyudp B pugniind wyju dpguwiwljp: Gu
NMkwnp whwp k uobd, np stuyud htunhunnunh hwykguljupgp hwinhuwind £ dh pwth
whdwtg wnbujwlwiunt dwpdbwynpnid, hull wju 31 wnwpduw hwennnipniutbpp,
dbkbwpnudubpt m wwpqliubpp  hwinhuwtinmd  Eo wppowphny  dEl  whnus
hwpmnipmynp  huyph b ny  huykph -  wbopkuukph, ghwnbwlwutbph,
ypnbtunpunuuwpinuwjut juquh, judwynpubph, ntuwunnubph b wewlhgutnh
whwnpuniy  wohiwmwnwbph wpynmbp: Uju dpgwbwlp tpwbg Adtppphpnidubph
dwiwynidt k' Uy woluwwnwipp thpunmd £ pup (kqynd 40-hg wybkih qpphlph
hpwwnwpwlynwd, tplynt dhowqquihtt wiunbdhwui (ghnwliwb) wduwghp, pug
hwdwjuwpwih 135 ubkdhtwmp, 20-hg wydbkjh UkS ghwwdnnndubp, wppuhduyht
wpdbpwynp  thwunwpnptph hwjuwpnid, gnudwpws  ghinuuuywbnipniup
Jbpuwwpwsutph pwbwiynp wuwwndwsutph 3000 dud Awjtwgpmipmnidutp: Fugg
Onpjutth hwdwp ju wykjh Uké wnwpbnipintl, put dbp dudwtwljuljhg quwndnipjut
thwutnwgpnidt nt yuwhwwunidp:

NMuwwndnipiniup upnn k junspunnn hwinhuwbw) hwphwtbtph vhob pununnipjub b
nwpwdwonpowiinid wdunwignipyut hwmunwndwt hwdwp: Zuplwb dnnnyprutiph
Uhol hpwlwt hrwnunnipnit Jupnn £ hwunwnygt) dhwyt Epk tputp Jupnn b pugk
hpwug punub) hpkug hwdwwntn wigyuh dwuht b hwnpwhwpt] wyjuop hpkug vhol
wnlw $iniddwsd juunhpubpp: bpwp hin hdwuwnwhg junubnt hwdwp tpuwp yhwnp |
niubkwt hpktg wununipjut puinhwinip ywunltpugnid, npp hhdudnud £
thnjuhwdwdwjubgws thwuwnbph pw, npnip tpluyugunid Gu ph hpwljwbnwd hig E
Juwnwupyby: Uju mbkuwlinhg hwplhwbubpp upnn kb uljul] hwuljubw) dhdjutg
wnbkuwltwnp, husp Jupnn £ juuwsh b quypnyph thnjuwupkt hwigbgut] Swwsdwin,
EpYhununipjutp b, h yipen, hwpnbtguwp: @nipphwt b Zwjwunwp, npybu hwplhwt
whwnnipiniutbp bu pugunnipinit skt wyju Juunthg: Uju ghnnulgnidnyg k, np @npjut
Puunhwnninnpl982p.-hg owpnitwljwpwp b hwmdwljupqujunplt wohowwnnid £
pugwhwyinty, Yhpmisty b Ubkhiwpwit) dkp ns Jun wigpuih wundwlub thwunbpp
dwubtwynpuy bu knuuywtnipjut hupgh onipe dwjwjws hpunwpdnipniutbpp:
Uju wptsnipjudp Qnpjutp jupnnugk) k pungst) pnipp b hwy dnnnynipnutph
puphwtnip wuwwndnipniup: @npuitip, npyku wuwje dwygt, dEjtwputnd b
punpquuinid £ hbnnwgnuumpniuubpp dh (kqyh b dih, npp hwuljwtiwgh, Junwhijh o
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dunnskih £ b, wynuhung hwbinbu quyny npybu Judnipe ghnntpjub b
punupughwlul hwuwpuynipyul dhel, pt” Enipphuynid b ph’ Zwjwunwbnid:
Upwunud pungplws u dnwynpuljubiitp, hwuwpwljulwt jupshp Abwynpnnubtp b
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dnnnynipnubtph dhol punun b midunubg hwdwgninipjut:
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ijpwugpnn  Ubhdbpe Uph Fhpwingp: “Uttp hwbdiynud Bup ghnuuuywunipjutp”
Jbptwgpyuwd hp hinhtwljws hnnpjuénid, dkjtwpwibing @npjut htunhwnninh JbEpohte

“.Ept nmp YJupnwp ghppp b nrunidbwuhpbp
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Ynnuhg:?

dhpwtodws wohiwmnwtpp hwdwihp wopnwwnwp E, npp tkpunnid £ dpttwbvwju b
dupnuyht nhuniputtp, wwhwienid Jipuyunpuungws dwutwgbnubp b udhpdws
ghntwlwtutp nwuppkp phwquyuntbpnid, b nuphubph ntunidbwuhpnipnibiibp b
Jbpnidnipjniuitip:

Ujuyhuny, dmiu ptwquyuop, npunbn Qnpjut  httunhnninp  nuquujupulub
wpiwwnwitlp £ wnwtnmd, nw tbpppnudt £ dbp Gphuwuwpnubtph wyuquyht,
hunjuytu wjunby, Zujwunwinid: Ophtwl, wju mwuphubph pupwgpnid 15 ntuwing
Zujyuunnuthg dwutiulgl) E Snpntiinnh hwdwjuupwunid @npjutt htunnhwnninh Ynnuhg
wdkt  wwph  Juquuibpyynn Stnuwuwwinipjut b dwpgnt  hpwyniupubph
niunidbwuppdwtt hwdwpupwbwut  dpwgpht: Uhuyth  wbgws wwph  dbup
hnJwtwynptghtip hhtig nuwbnn Zwjwuwnwbhg: Upwughg btpkpp ubkplhuynidu
wohunnid i Zwyng  ghquuyuimpjub  hunhunun-putqupuimd,  kplniup’
Upuiwphtt gnpstph  twpwpwpnippniunud, dkyp dhund, UUY-h 22 donnwlub
ubkpyuyugnigsnipniunid: Swwn Juplnp E np btunhunnmunh §nnuhg hndquuwynpdus
15 pnipp nruwtinnibphg owwnbpp tnybuwbu wjwpunb Bu @npyuth hwdwjuupubwlju
dpwghpp, kL pnjuinpuljut pqbp Gu qpl) nppu JEpupkpyu: Lpwtp puuwjuwnnd E,
gpptp b hnpJuwéubp Eu gpnud, b tbpppmud Bu niubktinud bPuunmhunninh gwtipkpht
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Jupnighint b Jhubjnt mwpwswopowth wwwndnipjut punhwinip wbuywlwip,
tyuwuwnbint huytiph b poipptph dholi puinhwinip hwujugnnmipjup:

Utup hwjuunwugws Lup, np Zujuunwinid tdwb Jupgh wojpwnwtpp ks wmuyuqu
nith: Ukp upinutg guunipntt L Zujuunwtnid inkutl] @npjut htunnhwnnunh Jupgh
hwuwnwwnnipjniiukp, npnlp ntjudupnud k tphwnwuwpy ubipniunp:
NMuunuupwiwwnynipjut b Ukp dnnnypnh hwennnipniutph Jhubint ghnnulgnipjudyp,
Onpyult htunmhunmunp gutjuwind b wwwpwun k dkpuyugul] hp nkuwuluinp,
guulnipniup b nwquuyupnipniut wyjunks, Zujuunwind:

Utkup, fQnputh huunhnninmd junphtt hwdnqué bup, np ghinuuuywunipjub
JbEpwpkpu] nuquuyupulwut hblnwgnunipnibiubpp b npudwinphh mnpudwnpnudp
vhongutp ki tyuwuwnbint pwnunmput hwunwndwt wnel wjuop Juwbqlws
hunspunnunutph Jkpugdwip: Muundnipjut JEpwptkpyu nbkuwltnh jhunidp jupnn
nwpwdwopowinid hwinhuwbtw] pwnunnipjutt b hwywnbkgdut fupwi: Ubdunwbg
wyuwqu hhdtynud £ dbp hwplwttph hbn wundnipjut Jkpwptpyuy ghnbjhpukph
Jhubipt b wyju  wywudmput  tbpuyugdwip Epint hwuwpulnipjut
dUnwynpujubttpht, hwuwpwluwluwt jupshph Abwynpnnubpht b nEjujupubpht:

NMuundnipjut nuuntdtwuhpdwt dbp pwquujupnipniip tyuwnwly nitth ny dhuwygh
hwowntgubint huytiphtt b ponipplpht, puyg twl, hpugtldwt dhongny Jutjul] tdwb
ndpwgnpénipiniutibph Yplunipiniup nupupwisinip dnnnypnh hwdwp wppowphh ponp
dwubpnid: tw Qnpjutt htunhunninh puljipmipyut hwdnguniupt k, np wdkbwnidbn
wuwownyuwinipiniup juywinid £ dwpgnt hwdpinhwinip hppwynibpubnh yuwhywudw
b owpnibwjuljut Yppnipjut Uhongny ghinuuuywunipjut jutjwupgbjdwt dbke:

Cunphwljwniphiu



